smarter?

GEO'’s 2014 national field survey highlights improvements in how
grantmakers are supporting nonprofit resilience,

but also reveals where we're falling short. ‘
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Funders are increasing the types

of support most commonly associated
with nonprofit success

General operating support levels are on the rise
after years of remaining static
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2008 2011 2014

Median percentage of grant dollars awarded to general operating support

Multiyear grants are making a comeback:

the number of grantmakers that give multiyear grants at least
sometimes has returned to pre-recession levels

8% 2014

8% 2011

0% 2008

Frequency with which funders offer multiyear support

More than a quarter of grantmakers increased funding for
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31 °/o 27% 27%

Foundations are asking grantees for

feedback and engaging external voices
in decision-making and strategy

Most funders ask grantees for feedback

Percentage of funders

who solicit feedback 2008 2011 2014

from grantees

The majority of funders seek grantee input to help shape
polices, practices, program areas and strategy

U5, 29/
K 228\

63% 92%

Sought external input Sought advice from a
on foundation strategy from grantee advisory committee
representatives of recipient about policies, practices
communities or grantees or program areas

However, nonprofit and foundation leaders disagree about
whether foundations are open to dialogue on key financial issues

Overall, do you feel the majority of your individual, corporate,
NFF 2014 SURVEY and foundation funders are willing to engage in open dialogue on
funding for any of the purposes below?

GEO 2014 SURVEY Overall, are you willing to engage in open dialogue
with nonprofits regarding funding for...?

Expanding General operating Multiyear Acquiring or Flexible Working capital
programs support funding renovating a capital for (cash flow
facility change/growth needs)

Collaboration among grantmakers

is important, but grantee collaboration
is an unfunded mandate

80°/o 53%

Funders believe Yet, the majority
are not supporting
(never or rarely) the

itis |mportant 1o

coordinate resources

and actions with other cost of collaboration
funders working on among grantees
the same issue

Funders see value in understanding
the impact of our work, but are
missing an opportunity to share our
learning with others

of respondents
evaluate their work

(

Funders that do evaluate their work are focused on internal uses:

Reported to Planned Planned Shared Reportedto  Attempted
board on or revised or revised findings grantees/  to influence
grants strategies programs with other stakeholders  public policy
grantmakers or government
funding
Use of
evaluation 87% 65% B
data

Internal External

About the study

637 grantmakers responded to the 2014 survey representing:

FOUNDATION TYPE

Other

69% 8%

Independent

KO
19% csp/?
Community

FOUNDATION ASSETS

- 100 Over
o grn;élslzlson $5$0 mil(l)ion to $100 to .$f100 $400
million million million

NUMBER OF STAFF

24% 30%
of respondents of respondents
had 1.49 people “ w had 1 5 to 3.49

or fewer people
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Download the full report at www.geofunders.org/field-study
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